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Senate Democrats To Cuomo: Get Out Your Veto Pen

By Nick Reisman 
April 6, 2011 at 3:21 pm
A group of Senate Democrats are mailing Gov. Andrew Cuomo urging him to back up his vow to veto new legislative boundaries that were not drawn by an independent redistricting commission. 

Sen. Martin Dilan, a Brooklyn Democrat who led the Legislature’s redistricting effort when the Democrats were in the majority, was the main writer of the letter, which was also sent to Majority Leader Dean Skelos. 

From the letter:

To underscore our commitment to this shared vision, we strongly support your decision to veto any district lines drawn without the fair and objective criteria contained in your legislation. We commit to oppose any effort to override your veto if such an effort is advanced in the Senate. Put simply, we will not vote to override your veto.
Senate Republicans are balking over the governor’s plan to create an independent commission to redraw boundaries for state and federal offices in time for the 2012 elections. Skelos, speaking to reporters earlier today, said he was uneasy about the Legislature losing the power to draw the boundaries. 

“I don’t believe you can delegate away the authority of the Legislature to some other entity,” he said. 

He also noted that the Republican-led Senate approved a constitutional amendment for an independent commission, a move derided by good-government groups because it would not realistically take effect until 2022. 

Reform advocates said today they had recruited a law firm to fight for an independent commission. 
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